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PART 125—GOVERNMENT
CONTRACTING PROGRAMS
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§ 125.1 Programs included.
The regulations in this part relate to

the Government contracting assistance
programs of SBA. There are four main
programs: Prime contracting assist-
ance; Subcontracting assistance; Gov-
ernment property sales assistance; and
the Certificate of Competency pro-
gram. The objective of the programs is
to assist small businesses in obtaining
a fair share of Federal Government
contracts, subcontracts, and property
sales.

§ 125.2 Prime contracting assistance.
(a) Traditional PCR responsibilities. (1)

SBA Procurement Center Representa-
tives (PCRs) are located at Federal
agencies and buying activities which
have major contracting programs.
PCRs review all acquisitions not set
aside for small businesses, including
HUBZone small business concerns, to
determine whether a set-aside would be
appropriate. In cases where there is
disagreement between a PCR and the
contracting officer over the suitability
of a particular acquisition for a small
business set-aside, the PCR may initi-
ate an appeal to the head of the con-
tracting activity. If the head of the
contracting activity agrees with the
contracting officer, SBA may appeal to
the secretary of the department or
head of the agency. The procedures and
time limits for such appeals are set
forth in § 19.505 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation (FAR) (48 CFR 19.505).

(2) PCRs review and evaluate the
small business programs of Federal

agencies and buying activities and
make recommendations for improve-
ment. They also recommend small
business, small women-owned business,
and small disadvantaged business
sources for use by contracting activi-
ties and assist these businesses in ob-
taining Federal contracts and sub-
contracts. Other authorized duties of a
PCR are set forth in the FAR in 48 CFR
19.402(c) and in the Small Business Act
(the Act) in Section 15(a) (15 U.S.C.
644(a)).

(b) BPCR responsibilities. (1) SBA is re-
quired by section 403 of Public Law 98–
577 (15 U.S.C. 644(l)) to assign a break-
out PCR (BPCR) to major contracting
centers. A major contracting center is
a center that, as determined by SBA,
purchases substantial dollar amounts
of other than commercial items, and
which has the potential to achieve sig-
nificant savings as a result of the as-
signment of a BPCR.

(2) BPCRs advocate full and open
competition in the Federal contracting
process and recommend the breakout
for competition of items and require-
ments which previously have not been
competed. They may appeal the failure
by the buying activity to act favorably
on a recommendation in accord with
the appeal procedures set forth in
§ 19.505 of the FAR (48 CFR 19.505).
BPCRs also review restrictions and ob-
stacles to competition and make rec-
ommendations for improvement. Other
authorized functions of a BPCR are set
forth in 48 CFR 19.403(c) of the FAR and
Section 15(l) of the Act (15 U.S.C.
644(l)).

[61 FR 3312, Jan. 31, 1996, as amended at 63
FR 31908, June 11, 1998]

§ 125.3 Subcontracting assistance.
(a) The purpose of the subcontracting

assistance program is to achieve maxi-
mum utilization of small business by
major prime contractors. The Act re-
quires other-than-small firms awarded
contracts that offer subcontracting
possibilities by the Federal Govern-
ment in excess of $500,000, or $1 million
for construction of a public facility, to
submit a subcontracting plan to the
contracting agency. The FAR sets
forth the requirements for subcontract-
ing plans in 48 CFR part 19, subpart
19.7, and 48 CFR 52.219–9.
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(b) Upon determination of the suc-
cessful subcontract offeror on a sub-
contract for which a small business,
small disadvantaged business, and/or a
HUBZone small business received a
preference, but prior to award, the
prime contractor must inform each un-
successful offeror in writing of the
name and location of the apparent suc-
cessful offeror and if the successful of-
feror was a small business, small dis-
advantaged business, or HUBZone busi-
ness. This applies to all subcontracts
over $10,000.

(c) SBA Commercial Market Rep-
resentatives (CMRs) facilitate the
process of matching large prime con-
tractors with small, small disadvan-
taged, and HUBZone subcontractors.
CMRs identify, develop, and market
small businesses to the prime contrac-
tors and assist the small concerns in
obtaining subcontracts.

(d) Each CMR has a portfolio of
prime contractors and conducts peri-
odic compliance reviews and needs as-
sessments of the companies in this
portfolio. CMRs are also required to
perform opportunity development and
source identification. Opportunity de-
velopment means assessing the current
and future needs of the prime contrac-
tors. Source identification means iden-
tifying those small, small disadvan-
taged, and HUBZone concerns which
can fulfill the needs assessed from the
opportunity development process.

[61 FR 3312, Jan. 31, 1996; 61 FR 7986, Mar. 1,
1996, as amended at 63 FR 31908, June 11, 1998]

§ 125.4 Government property sales as-
sistance.

(a) The purpose of SBA’s Government
property sales assistance program is
to:

(1) Insure that small businesses ob-
tain their fair share of all Federal real
and personal property qualifying for
sale or other competitive disposal ac-
tion; and

(2) Assist small businesses in obtain-
ing Federal property being processed
for disposal, sale, or lease.

(b) SBA property sales assistance pri-
marily consists of two activities:

(1) Obtaining small business set-
asides when necessary to insure that a
fair share of Government property
sales are made to small businesses; and

(2) Providing advice and assistance to
small businesses on all matters per-
taining to sale or lease of Government
property.

(c) The program is intended to cover
the following categories of Government
property:

(1) Sales of timber and related forest
products;

(2) Sales of strategic material from
national stockpiles;

(3) Sales of royalty oil by the Depart-
ment of Interior’s Minerals Manage-
ment Service;

(4) Leases involving rights to min-
erals, petroleum, coal, and vegetation;
and

(5) Sales of surplus real and personal
property.

(d) SBA has established specific
small business size standards and rules
for the sale or lease of the different
kinds of Government property. These
provisions are contained in §§ 121.501
through 121.514 of this chapter.

§ 125.5 Certificate of Competency Pro-
gram.

(a) General. (1) The Certificate of
Competency (COC) Program is author-
ized under section 8(b)(7) of the Small
Business Act. A COC is a written in-
strument issued by SBA to a Govern-
ment contracting officer, certifying
that one or more named small business
concerns possess the responsibility to
perform a specific Government pro-
curement (or sale) contract. The COC
Program is applicable to all Govern-
ment procurement actions. For pur-
poses of this Section, the term ‘‘United
States’’ includes its territories, posses-
sions, and the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico.

(2) A contracting officer must, upon
determining an apparent low small
business offeror to be nonresponsible,
refer that small business to SBA for a
possible COC, even if the next low ap-
parently responsible offeror is also a
small business.

(3) A small business offeror referred
to SBA as nonresponsible may apply to
SBA for a COC. Where the applicant is
a non-manufacturing offeror on a sup-
ply contract, the COC applies to the re-
sponsibility of the non-manufacturer,
not to that of the manufacturer.
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